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“I am determined to  

be invincible, 

'Til He has finished 

His purpose in me,.  

And nothing shall  

shake me  

For He'll never  

forsake me  

And I am determined 

to live for the King!” 

~I Am Determined 

                         Janie Belue 

Crestridge Remembers Our Dear Friend, Janie Belue . . .  

Janie was a moving musician, creative and inspiring teacher, diligent administrative director, resilient camp 
counselor, faithful deacon, reliable co-worker, devoted daughter, caring cousin, loving leader of the lodge 
ladies sisterhood, loving mom to the Crestridge Kitchen Boys, secret angel to staffers in need, fighter for 
the underdog, safe haven for the struggling, and an encouraging friend.   
 

As camp people, we all get a chuckle when we hear about Janie’s first day of camp and her comment as 
she took that first walk up the hill to her staff week cabin.  Janie said, “You know, I am a musician, not a 
camper." How Ironic that she would continue to be a "camper" for the next 35 years. 
 

One of the things I think many of us in this room can be appreciative of is how Janie always had a knack 
for knowing when we needed her support.  In the early years of our camping experience together, every-
one was required to be a member of the staff choir, even those of us that could not carry a tune in a buck-
et.  Judye Mac, the music director at the time, had given me a special solo to perform during our Christ-
mas program.  I was panicked to say the least, even though my only solo part was to sing Dashing 
Through the Snow.  Janie somehow missed our one rehearsal and was there for only the performance.  
When the time came for me to sing my solo, my solo became a duet with Janie.  I am sure this perfor-
mance was one remembered by none, but for me, just the first of many times in my life that Janie would be 
there for me as I know she was for so many of you as well.  Whether planned or not, Janie had a special 
gift of being able to help you get through any situation. 
 

Janie loved her time with camp friends.  I am guessing some of her most precious moments were being 
able to share Ridgecrest Summer Camps with her cousin Scott, having Ron and others over to her house 
for a meal to watch Brad Johnson play football on a Sunday afternoon, seeing one of her school children 
getting to go to camp,  her football and beach trips with Paul, and her trips to Greenville for dinner and 
theatre with her good friends Cara and Kappi.  Over the years, Janie worked with what seemed like a 
different Administrative Director from boys camp each summer.   I am sure if you were to talk with any of 
these and their memories of Janie, one would be her asking them for the flight schedule for campers, so 
she could make sure none of our campers missed their flight and that they had someone special to greet 
them or to take them to the airport.  I am sure her attention to detail drove them crazy at times, but also 
just one of the many things that we loved about Janie.  It didn’t matter what hat she was wearing, she 
wanted the job to be done with excellence and if surprises did arise, that they were already thought of and 
planned for. 
 

Camp provided the avenue for us to share in Janie’s life.  I will forever be grateful for that. 
 

Her joy was short lived.  Things went south pretty quickly for Janie.  Her heart gave out after becoming ill.  
Janie left this earth while being surrounded by some of her dearest friends singing the Crestridge Good-
night song to her.  As many of you, I have suffered great loss in my life, and yet, this loss, the loss of Janie 
hit me so much harder than I could make sense of.  As I saw all the posts and comments come through on 
Facebook about Janie, I began to realize how far reaching Janie’s life was.  It wasn’t just her Crestridge 
family of staff and campers, it was her school children and coworkers, her church family and the list goes 
on and on.   One person’s comment was, “The children she helped are as numerous as the stars in the 
sky.”  No matter our age, we were Janie’s children.  We were not the family she was born into.  She chose 
us to be her family.  She chose us to love.  Weren’t we the lucky ones? 
 

Bravo Janie.  Congratulations on a life well lived, with a heart full of love.  May we each pay it forward by 
following in your footsteps.     

    Shared by Marva Rawlings at Janie’s Crestridge Memorial Service, Oct. 6, 2018 
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I lift my eyes toward the mountains. 

Where will my help come from? 

My help comes from the LORD, 
the Maker of heaven and earth.  

________________________

 



Who do you know that is missing out on being a member of CCAF? 

CAMP UPDATES &  
NEW TRAILSTONES 

PROGRAM 
from Sharon Aylestock 

 

It was another great summer at Camp Crestridge! There were over 1,700 campers who got to come and hear 
the Gospel, and experience the love of Christ through our staff! What an incredible opportunity we have! 

We recently began a new program for the off-season called Trailstones. For those of you who aren’t familiar 
with it, Trailstones is our live online video discipleship we offer to any camper age 13 and up! Once a week, 
(either Sunday night or Tuesday night) campers get online with 8-10 other campers their age from Crestridge 
or Ridgecrest from across the country and have conversations with two counselors about following Jesus at 
home! We are a couple of months into this new adventure and things are going very well!  

We also brought back the Cherokee Wilderness program this past summer. One camper described her time in 
the Cherokee Wilderness program as, “The times in the wilderness were such amazing bonding times with my 
cabin and we all got so close to each other and our counselors, and saw such beautiful sights that pointed us 
to the Lord!”. Thirty-nine campers embarked on adventures they had never experienced before. They hiked 
with their cabinmates, slept on mountaintops and watched the sunset and sunrise, went underground and ex-
perienced caving, went rock climbing in Linville Gorge, and rafted down the French Broad and camped out on 
islands along the way.  Who wouldn’t want to do this?!  A parent said, “Cherokee Wilderness pushed her to do 
more than she realized she could.”  While spending multiple days on the trail can be tiring, so much growth 
can come from it!  

We’ve already begun hiring staff and planning for summer 2019!  It’s going to be a great summer! 

 
Program  

Expanding! 
 

 

 

The Summer of 2019 will bring an expansion of the 

SALT (Servant & Leadership Training).  In past 

summers, there have been 12 girls serving each 4 

weeks.  This summer will bring that number to 20!  

Please be in prayer already for the girls who will 

serve, and also those placing them in their posi-

tions of service.   

Just a reminder - we would love to have you as an active member of the Camp Crestridge Alumnae and 
Friends. Dues are $25 per year or a $500 lifetime membership. These dues go to the cost of  
maintaining the Alumnae association, newsletters, etc. Spread the word to your camp friends! 

CONTEST - Any member who pays their 2019 dues before January 30th, 2019 (via mail or online 
through the website) will be eligible for a drawing for one of the following: 

Registration paid for the 65th reunion in 2019,  

OR  

Your dues paid for 2020!  

Three winners will be drawn January 31st, 2019.  



“Enter His 

gates with 

thanks- 

giving 

and His 

courts with 

praise. 

Give thanks 

to Him and 

praise His 

name. 

For  

Yahweh is 

good, and 

His love is 

eternal; 

Chippewa. Chickasaw, Creek, Cheyenne, Catawba, Choctaw, Cherokee 

 

Website & Social Media  

 Updates/Additions  

 Coming Soon! 
 
*In the next few months, keep an eye out for  
a new look on our website!  

*Pay your dues by credit card online now. 

*Shop Crestridge Alumnae merchandise 
online. 

*Register for the 65th Reunion,  
           June 28th-29th, 2019.  

Follow us on Facebook (Camp Crestridge Alumnae and Friends) 
and Instagram (Crestridge_Alumnae_and_Friends) and stay 
up to date on things happening at camp and with the alumnae. 

 

  
         

65th 
Reunion 

June 28-29, 2019 

Imagine the excitement of laughter, happy 
tears, singing, and the joy of surprise  

reconnections at a Crestridge reunion!   
YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS IT!   

Spread the word to all your camp friends to put the above dates on their 
calendars!  Check-in & Activities will begin at 4:00 PM on Friday, June 28.  
The last event will be Saturday evening.  The cost is $50/individual,  
$20/child, and $140/family.  Registration will be open on our website by 
end of January.  There will be the ever popular Auction that weekend to 
raise scholarship dollars.  Be thinking of something you might add to help 
more girls attend camp. 

We’re looking for Crestridge Cutie Pies of all decades to join us for this 

special time.  Make sure you are one of them!   



Contact Us 

You many reach the  

Alumnae Association at: 

Crestridge Alumnae & 

Friends  

P.O. Box 2128  

Matthews, NC 28106  

(555) 555-0123 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.crestridgealumnae.com 

Save the Dates. . . 
     Maintain the Memories Weekend  
        May 24—26, 2019 
 

      Camp Crestridge 65th Anniversary Reunion  

        June 28-29, 2019 
 
 

 
 

Add our Reunion date to your  
calendars now, and plan to join us for 
a wonderful weekend to reconnect!  
Follow us on Facebook (Camp 
Crestridge Alumnae and Friends)  
and Instagram 
(Crestridge_Alumnae_and_Friends)  
to stay up to date on things  
happening at camp and with  
Reunion details! 

Hope to see you then! 

          

Camp Crestridge Alumnae & Friends 

P.O. Box 2128 

Matthews, NC  28106 

“With my feet on the ground and my heart attune, I shall reach for the stars.” 


