CAMP CRESTRIDGE
ALUMNAE & FRIENDS

The CC Alumnae & Friends board recently met for their fall meeting.
Rachel Burgin Smith, outgoing president, shared the following message
of thanks to all the CCAF members . . .

Thank you!!

A heartfelt thank you goes out to the many Crestridge supporters for help-
ing to raise $10,000 to complete an endowment fund to honor Janie Belue
and Marva Rawlings. Summer 2016 was Marva and Janie’s first summer
of retirement after dedicating 34 years to Camp Crestridge. They arrived
in 1981, and for the next three decades these two ladies made an amaz-
ing team leading campers, parents, and staff to God’s glory. Recently,
Camp Crestridge Alumnae and Friends gathered for our annual fall board
meeting. One of our activities was to honor Marva and Janie. We treated
them to a breakfast at one of their favorite restaurants, presented them
with small gifts of our appreciation, reminisced about the past, and
showed them the plaque where their names are now engraved and will be
hung in the Dining Hall. We thank everyone who contributed either
online or while visiting camp this summer. Wishing Marva and Janie a
happy retirement!

Mmm, { want to
linger,
Mmm, a little
longer,
Mmm, 4 litte

tonger with
Yyou...”

~Crestridge
Cutie Pies

1 lift my eyes toward the mountains.
%  Where will my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
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From: Katblees Holls, CCAF Presidest . . .

Maintain the Memories cherished the memory of a particular loved one this past Spring in Tad Driggers. Tad like
many of our other faithful male supporters worked endless amounts of hours spreading mulch, cleaning out the
creek, and beautifying our trails throughout camp; but more than anything he personified a strong and faithful
servant's heart in every way and will be truly missed. The weekend was a success as old camp buddies shared
memories and laughs, and new friendships were made across generations of Crestridgers.

| can't begin to express how excited | am to announce a special quality of this upcoming MTM! This year will be a
true combination of old and new generations of camp because the 2017 Crestridge Staff will actually be there and
working alongside of the Alumni. We get the chance to share meals, spread mulch, and pray for the upcoming
summer with the young women who will be making lifelong impressions on the hundreds of young girls who pass
through Crestridge's gates this summer. This will truly be a way for us to share our history and pass along the
memories and traditions to the current generation - you just have to come!
So please go ahead and mark your calendars for Memorial Day Weekend,
May 26-28th, and join us for 2017's Maintain the Memories!

Maintain the Memories 2016
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Change in location for fall Board cfleeting . . .

Mark your calendar for Oct 6-8,20171 Look out Nashvi"c‘ Hcrc comes Camp
Crcstric]ge Alumnac and Fricnds. |t was discussed at the last meeting
to move the fall board meeting to Nas['wi“c for the coming year. This
should be a great Placc to meet, Fc"owship and have some fun with

friends. Wc want to encourage anyone that would like to come to Put

this on your calendar. We will be making Plans and organizing where we

will stay and meet for that weekend. Stay tuned for future details . . .
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Eneiting Camp News . . .

As you know, Crestridge is nestled in a beautiful section of the Blue Ridge Mountains. There are
numerous outdoor activities that our campers can choose to do while at camp. We have been of-
fering horseback riding, mountain biking and hiking for a long time now but one thing is missing...a
trail within the gates of Crestridge! We are in the process of working with a local company to
design and build a 2-mile trail within our gates that can be used for horseback riding, mountain
biking, hiking and running. This trail will range from beginner to intermediate and will be designed
in such a way to offer different options to ride (i.e. a figure-eight design). Our goal is to have this
trail completed for summer 2017. Over time, we would also like to build different stopping points
that would allow a cabin to have an overnight or a meeting place for a skill. The options are end-
less!

The cost of this trail will be roughly $26,000. The CCAF board has agreed to donate $13,000. We
are asking our camp family to complete the funds. Please consider donating to this fund to allow
more opportunities for our campers to experience God's creation! To donate, go online to
http://www.crestridgealumnae.com/donate.php, scroll down to the Special Projects donation or
send it by mail to: PO Box 2128 Matthews, NC 28105, noting that it is for the Trail Project.

Sharon Aylestock
Director, Camp Crestridge for Girls

Chippewa. Chickasaw, Creek, Cheyenne, Catawba, Choctaw, Cherokee

Man about camp — Matt Cooley

In July 2004, | was exposed to Camp Crestridge for Girls for the first time. Kara, Maggie (5 at the
time) and | came for the 50t Reunion weekend. | had heard about camp for years and

enjoyed finally meeting people, listening to stories, experiencing camp fire, and much more. Many
things have changed since then, but what always remains the same is what the Lord

continues to do at Crestridge. He gives girls a special place that allows them to enjoy Him and be
themselves. After that first weekend trip a dozen years ago, | was hooked!

Being a man of Crestridge is a continual source of blessing for me. | get to spend time there each
year at the Maintain the Memories weekend in May, openings and closings. | am not sure who is
more excited to get there, my two daughters Maggie (11 year camper) and Lillie (7 year camper),
my wife Kara (4 year staffer and 7 year lodge lady) or me. Itis so fun to see our “Camp Family”
and spend time together; preparing camp for summer, slinging trunks, worshipping in the chapel or
sitting on a bench catching up. My interaction and relationship with other men; like Larry Driggers,
Doug Schutz, Chris Gaffney and more help make it special. There is a great deal of joy in giving
back to Crestridge while surrounded by those you love dearly and long to see annually.

Kara and | have enjoyed the last few years, hosting a group of current and former staffers that come
to town for the Will Power 5K. We are also blessed to have the Schutz family here as well. We
have people in every room, on the floor, in a tent out back....and it is great! That weekend, again
shows me how much Camp Crestridge means to girls/ladies and the lasting effect it has on them. It
is especially fun to watch my daughters interact, play games, listen to stories and laugh. | know that
their hearts are forever transformed by the relationships and bonds made at camp and weekends
like this.  Matt Cooley (Nashville, TN—husband of Kara, dad to Maggie and Lillie)


http://www.crestridgealumnae.com/donate.php

javc t’ﬁc Dat'c .. Contact Us

You many reach the

Camp Crestridge is having it's Alumnae Association at:
05th Unniversary Reunion in 2019! Crestridge Alumnae &
Friends
Our 65th reunion will be here before we know it! P.O. Box 2128

Go ahead and set aside time in your 2019 summer to be at camp. SELEL T

As always, it will be a time to see old friends, meet new ones, a time t0 EEAEIFIEKURGERVEIEEL
reminisce about old camp www.crestridgealumnae.com
days, and see the exciting
ways Crestridge is growing
and changing!

Hape to see you

“With my feet on the ground and my heart attune, | shall reach for the stars.”



